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Abstract

This study relies on broad semantic theory to understand names in the Zimbabwe
music scene. The paper operates on Saussurean thinking that words are carriers of
meaning. Another position the paper holds is that names and the naming ritual are
never neutral affairs as names reflect ideas of who a person is thought or who they
think themselves to be. The paper notes that names and naming practices in the
Zimbabwean music industry are motivated and associated with several factors such as
tradition (totemism), current developments in the cultural arts, body size and type; and

gender, and there are a lot of power dynamics at play in the naming process.
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