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Abstract 

The chapter assesses the notion of local scale and decentralization that emanates from the IWRM 

principles. Evaluation of the benefits of decentralization was done through the political ecology 

lens that critically examines fairness and power struggles across spaces. Sanyati catchment was 

used to draw empirical evidence in light of the theoretical expectations of decentralization 

towards catchment water security. Qualitative approach was used to collect data. Interviews were 

the main sources of data collection. The findings showed that decentralization has failed to 

produce the desired results compared to what is assumed in the dominant narrative that highly 

esteems the decentralization management approach. The chapter showed that what brings results 

are not local scales and suggests that probably fair and transparent resource distribution and 

allocation at any scale may bring about water protection that does not trigger the tragedy of the 

commons. 


