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Abstract 

This paper reviews the 2013 National Budget for Zimbabwe that was presented in Parliament on 

15 November 2012. The authors interrogate the extent to which the budget as a policy instrument 

fosters the developmental agenda. Selected key areas of human development are reviewed. 

Although estimates of expenditure are a reflection of the national economic policy direction, the 

current paper shall dwell much on the policy prescription of the budget in the light of scarce 

resources available in an economy still recovering from a decade of recession. The paper has 

selected such areas as public sector employment, health, social protection, and agriculture and 

food security. It is observed that the budget represents a splendid effort to realign the economy 

and equitably distribute the meager resources in an economy still recovering from a decade of 

recession.  


