Zimbabwe post-fast track land reform programme: the different experiences coming
through

Abstract

The Fast Track Land Reform Programme (FTLP) was implemented between July 2000 and
2002 in Zimbabwe as a way to speed up distribution of land to indigenous people. The
manner of its launch has been described by various writers as jambanja (chaotic action),
mayhem, violent chaos or agrarian revolution as distribution of land in this phase was marked
by considerable coercion, violence and general lawlessness. Post this Third Chimurenga
(liberation struggle), however, dust has settled and the true picture of the impact of this
programme is coming out. As different historians and critics write, experiences of this phase
vary from farm to farm and person to person. This article sets out to find out successes and
failures of the FTLRP and the position today with regard to land distribution. In some
districts, new farmers have settled and are producing. In others, the chaos has not stopped
while, in some, challenges of a different nature have arisen. The research for the article made
use of both desktop research and interviews. The desktop work covered huge areas where the
programme took place. Interviews were also granted by newly settled farmers, displaced farm
workers and others who failed to get land. The findings largely reveal that the FTLRP was
not a complete failure. It had weaknesses but success stories are starting to be told.



