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Introduction

Nnaemeha 199X 11 makes the obseryvauon that Kanmene Okonjo. Zulu Sofola, Flora Nw apa
and Sabune Jell-Bahlsen extensisely discuss "The [gbo dual-sex institutions of shared authonty
and power” In their discussion of the Igbo dual-sex system. these scholars zenerahse therr
findings and. in the process, create the impression that this gender ontology is a global Alnican
cultural experience. In other words., the dudl-sex svstem. as articuluted by these scholars.
patentially operates at the level of an African-centred theors on gender Of the four Africana
Wamanist scholars, this discussion denives inspiraton partcalarly from Sortola (199x 230
who makes the submssion that:

The African perception of the gender question 1s thus more healthy. positinve. and allows 1or
a wholesome development of a human society. Consequently. the woman has always had 4
vital place 1n the scheme of things within the African cosmalogy. the most relevant i our
present discussion berng the dual-sex system of socro-political power shunng tully developed
by Afncan peoples and based on the tollowing percepuons of womanhood Las the divine
equul of a man in essence. 21 as a daughter. (31 4y 4 mother. (4 us 3 wife.

What 1s at stake in this chapter 1s establishing the extent to which the concept of the
Igho dual-sex system can be related to other African culres. This task s managed within
the discourse of the feasibility of generahisability. exploring its strengths and weaknesses in
African cultural studies. Maxwell (2002) 1denufies fve nnpes ot gualitative vahlidity. that is.
Jdescriptive, interpretive, theoretical. evaluative and generalhisability Theoretical vahdiy and
generalisability are crucial to this discussion. Generalisability “refers to the extent to which
one can exiend the account of a particular situation or population to other persons, wmes ur
settings than those directly studied™ (Maxwell. 2002; 524, Following Maxwell's notion ot
theoretical validity. this chapter discusses the vahidity of concepts that are at the centre of Atrnivan
interpretations ot gender such as “dual-sex system™, “parallel channels for self-expression and
self-realization”. complementary roles of men and women and others when they are apphed
to Shona culture. For instance. the chapter discusses how the concept of “parallel channels
for self-expression and self-realizauvon™ applies 10 gender relations 1n a soctety which adheres
to a dual-sex system. and how the same concept promotes both paraliel and complementuny
vender roles in that same society




