
This article examines the agenda and conditionalities of donor agencies which 

are typically subsumed under the euphemisms of terms such as development, 

women/children's rights and democracy among others, focusing on how they 

affect cultural sustainability and sustainable development in Zimbabwe. The 

article is based on the data gathered from selected cultural communities in the 

Midlands, Matabeleland South and Masvingo provinces of Zimbabwe which 

supposedly benefit from the programs conducted by the Non-Governmental 

Organisations (NGOs). The focus is on the NGOs agenda as well as the 

conditionalities attached to the aid. This article takes a cultural dimension to the 

debate on the problems of NGOs in the developing world which hitherto, has 

largely been political and economical. It valorizes the need for self-

determination of the communities which supposedly benefit from foreign aid 

distributed through NGOs in Zimbabwe. The argument in this article is based 

on the cultural conservatism theory, a philosophy which is premised on the self-

determination, autonomy and cultural freedom of the communities in 

Zimbabwe, Hence, the argument this paper raises is that the agenda and 

conditionalities of the NGOs in Zimbabwe are developed without the dialogic 

involvement of the community members such that they arc predetermined and 

judgmental. Considering the importance of culture in development, both as a 

resource and in defining the concept of development, the argument pursued in 

this article is that the prescriptive NGOs' agenda and conditionalities are 

inimical to cultural sustainability and ultimately sustainable development in 

Zimbabwe. This argument is premised on the preservation and safeguarding of 

the cultural capital of the Zimbabwean cultural communities in the 

implementation of sustainable development programmes by NGOs. 

 


